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you for her sincerity, simple mindedness, and i hoping that some fitting place may be provided for her. I have selected her as the most impartial of all my adherents, and the one who will convey my wishes to you in the plainest and simplest terms. Let nobody know, I beg, that she has talked with you privately, for the resultant jealousy would inevitably be her ruin. I have suffered bitterly for two years and more, but have not been able to let you know for a very important reason. God be praised for all His works, and give you grace to persevere in the service of the Church so long as you live, and may our family never lose the honorable distinction of being always ready, women as well as men, to shed our blood in fighting the battles of the faith, leaving all worldly considerations aside. As for myself, I esteem that my birth, both on my father's and my mother's side, makes it encumbent upon me to offer my blood in that behalf, and I have no intention of failing in my duty. Jesus who was crucified for us, and all the noble army of martyrs will, by their intercession, make us worthy to offer our earthly bodies as a voluntary sacrifice to His glory.
" Thinking to humble me they cut down my dais, and my keeper afterward came and offered to write to the Queen, saying that it was not done at his behest, but by the advice of some of the council. I showed them the Cross of our Blessed Lord upon the dais instead of our royal arms. You will hear the whole story; they have been more mild in their treatment since.
" Your loving cousin and devoted friend,
" MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTLAKD
DOWAGER OF FRANCE."